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DRAFT1

Widford Parish Council

Minutes of the Widford Ordinary Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 4" October 2022 at 7.30pm in Widford Village Hall
Note: this replaced the September 13™ meeting postponed upon the death of QEIl

PRESENT: Clir Mike Allen (MA); ClIr lan Collins; Clir Michael Ripsher (MPR); Clir Mark Rome(MR)
Five members of the public
Clerk: Colin Marks, Clerk to the Parish Council
The Chairman welcomed everyone and opened the meeting at 7.30pm ACTION

To receive and approve apologies for absence
1. Councillors: Cllr Babs Edwards (away) Approved
2. Others: PCSO Leon De Bruyn, Gilda Deterding

Declarations of Interest and requests for dispensations

1. Interests
As noted on the agenda: Cllr Babs Edwards: af interest and a dispensation inyrespect of
Playing Field matters, her husband being Treasurer of the PFMC. Clir Mike Allemhas an
interest and a dispensation in re Playing Field matters, being a taustee. Clir lan Collins has a
dispensation for the remainder of the electoral term incespect of his wife having the
Closed Churchyard maintenance gontract.

Approval of Minutes
RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held.on 5 ™ July 2022 were a
true and accurate record. The ChairmanisignedtheMinutes. Clerk/MA

Draft Minutes of tHe 5% Aprih2022 Annual Meeting of the Parish Electorate were not Clerk
available to besfeceived.

Police report
1. Crime report: No crimes reported in Widford.

2. 4 Benningfield,Road junction parkingiupdate: Ongoing concerns were raised about
unaddressed dangerous‘parking at this locatien and elsewhere in the village.

3. \Drivesafe update:

The following had beenixreceived from Vicky Mortley, People & Workforce

Develepment, Hertfordshire Constabulary:
Following receipt of the Drivesafe Petition for Widford Village | have now completed
checks and the onsite lassessment for the location requested for monitoring to take
place. Junction to Daintrees, location assessed 3™ September 2022, locations
considered‘on bothssides of the road however neither provides a clear line of sight to
enable time forvelunteers and equipment to effectively read the necessary
information needed from offending vehicles. Other locations were considered
outside of Bell Lane, however whilst this location provides good space to house
equipment this location is too close to a bus stop and therefore cannot be used. I’'m
sorry that on this occasion | will not be able to process the application further.

Chairman’s announcements

The Chairman expressed admiration for the late Queen Elizabeth’s longevity and devotion to
duty throughout her long and outstanding reign.

The Ashview verges are beginning to look in need of some attention again. The cost of
arranging this to be considered.

A letter from a parishioner has raised a number of issues that will be addressed this evening in
various agenda items.
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Reports by County and District Councillor Eric Buckmaster
Cllr Buckmaster gave a brief resumé of his latest report, the full written version of which
appears as an appendix to the Minutes of this meeting.

The dissatisfaction with East Herts Planning in general was raised, but with particular reference

to The Doe Shed application and decision. Cllr Buckmaster agreed to pursue this further with
EH Planning, following up the Clerk’s email to him dated 24" March 2022.

The Chairman noted that a parishioner had asked the Parish Council for — and had been given -
information regarding the number of new houses built in the village in the last five years, the
answer being 43.

Planning

1. New Applications:
3/22/1686/FUL Land to rear of the Green Man: Build two new dwellings.

RESOLVED: To object to the application on the following grounds:

With reference to the East Herts Council District Plan 2018;the proposal does not meet
the criteria for a Group 2 Village:

1. Policy VILL2, V. (a) The proposed development DOES NOT relate well to the village in
terms of location, layout and connectivity. It'is an opportunistic attempt to use a
small open space for inappropriate development.

2. Policy VILL2, V. (b) The proposed development IS NOT of a scale appropridte to the
size of the village having regard to the potential cumulative.impact of development
in the locality. The village has already been significantly impacted by development
with 43 new houses having been,built over the last five years, representing a 21%
increase in properties without any corresponding increase in amenities (indeed,
amenities have been lost, including that of the Green Man\which has left the
community with no pub). Development and the decrease'in public services has left
parishioners with no alternative to the motorcar which has resulted in increasing
safety issues with cars being parked'in the roads This development would further
exacerbatefthe problem onithe main road. at«@ difficult location.

3. Policy VILL2, V. (g) The proposed development IS significantly detrimental to the
amenity of neighbouring occupiers — particularly those overlooking the site.

4. ThesParish Council'is very concerned.that this application might be considered by
East Herts District Council as representing part of its windfall allowance under
10.3.10 of the District Plan.\The basis of suchya decision would advantage East Herts
Council at the expense of, and'to the detriment of, Widford parishioners whose best
interests must be protected.

2. Decision'Notices. For information only, the following were noted:

3/22/1331/FUL Land at Priory Farm: Partial re-surfacing of track REFUSED
3/21/1720/HH" 4 Nether Street: Outbuilding to rear. GRANTED
3/21/1180/HH & 1181/LBC Chestnut Tree Cottage: Erection of garden room  GRANTED
3/22/1501/HH 28 Benningfield Rd: Remove garage; build side extension. Awaited
3/19/1045/0UT Land North of the Stort Valley & A414, Gilston: Outline planning Awaited
3/22/1196/HH Gilston, 42 Bell Lane: Installation of solar panels Awaited
3/22/0888/HH & 3/22/1001/LBC The Old Rectory: Demolish attached outbuildings &
conservatory; build single storey side extension and other works. Awaited
3/21/2668/FUL: Ash View Stables: Additional capacity on existing site. Awaited
E/21/0288/ENF 30 Benningfield Road: Enforcement investigation. Awaited

3. Other planning matters, including items received too late for the agenda

1. Other planning matters
1. Late planning applications
3/22/1852/HH Phoenix Farm: Side extension RESOLVED: No objections
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2. Concerns about delays in planning applications being determined: This was covered
above with Cllr Eric Buckmaster’s report (22.081).

Finance

1. Report of the Council’s accounts
Finance Summary to 31 August 2022 £
Opening cashbook balance 1% July 40,661.18
Plus: income to 31t August 578.26
Minus: expenditure to 31 August 2,998.35
Balance available to Council at 31°t August (cashbook balance) 38,241.09
Plus unpresented cheques/payments 0.00
Bank balance: reconciled with bank statement at 31 August 38,241.09

RESOLVED: that the Accounts Statement to 31 August 2022 be approved.

2. Bank reconciliations
Copies of the bank statement were presented. RESOLVED: to dgree the bank reconciliation
as presented.

3. Performance vs budget at 31t August 2022
The Clerk’s detailed report on the financial performance vs budget to 31%%August was
received. There were no untoward transactionsfto note. Income for the'yearto date
totalled £9,937 against a budget of £17,155. Expenditure for the year to date totalled
£8,015 against a budget of £25,243.
It was noted that £7,500 is held in reserves for the Playing Fieldflay, area equipment grant,
to be paid when the play area funding is resolved.
RESOLVED: that the financial performance report to 31°*August 2022 be accepted as
presented.

4, List of payments.
4.1. RESOLVED: to approve the list of payments as presented by the Clerk
All expenditure made undenthe General'Power of GCompetence.

Gross | VAT incl
TP Jones LLP Payroll July-September 58.50 9.75
Clerk Expenses August-September 17.75
Jo English LitterpickinginSeptember 6 of 12 125.00
Clerk Salary September 407.25
HMRC PAYE September 101.80
Buckland Parish Council MS365annual licence share 1/4th 20.00
Unity Trust Bank Quarterly‘service 18.00
Recoverable VAT included £9.75

5. Audit: Annual Gevernance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2021/22
External auditorPKF Littlejohn accepted the Parish Council’s exempt status and therefore
there will not be an externalfaudit or fee. The Parish Council will not hear from the auditor
again unless there was a request from a parishioner during the period of Public Rights that
closed on 22™ July.

Correspondence: The list of correspondence was noted as it appeared on the Agenda:

e  Parishioner (16/7): complaint about dog owners not clearing up their dog’s mess
(22.086.3.2)

e  Parishioner: Vehicular Damage to Nether Street railings (22.086.2.4)

e Parishioner: Concerns at long delays etc in EHC Planning determining applications
(22.082.3.3)

e  Parishioner: Road safety concerns on Ware Road by Greenacres (22.071.2.3)

e  Parishioner: Safety concerns re Lilly Bridge (22.086.2.5)

e EHC: Proposed change to Litterpicking grant policy (22.083.8)

e  Parishioner: Broken kissing gate FP18/Bridleway16 (22.086.1.2)

e  Parishioner: Dog walkers on BOAT22/Permissive Path (22.086.2.6)
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e  Parishioner: Unclear wording on defibrillator signs; crab apples on Benningfield footway;
bus stop bench (22.086.3)

e  Parishioner: Ware Road flooding after rain (22.086.2.7)

22.085 Village Reports

1. Village Hall
Report sent by Clir Michael Ripsher following 12t" September Committee meeting:

Remain solvent with good cash balances

Bookings remain below pre pandemic levels but they are booking fundraising events
in. Harvest supper, Quiz night and pub night...Race night to be held in New year.

They are also looking at having a clothes bank installed, it would be placed next to the
village hall, is a good cause and they earn some money from it.

Pavilion vote: Greg needs to put flyer together for village and liaise with lan regarding
electoral roll.

Bingo afternoon and additional soup/roll afternoon to offerpeople a warm space over
winter being considered.

Now on instagram !

ClIr 1an Collins said he met the VH Chairman afterghe last PC meetingiand was ready to
help and liaise, but as yet had not heard anythifg further.

2. Playing Field
Cllr Mike Allen gave the following report on propesals and the Biffa grant:
In 2019 the WPFC put a recruitment drive togetherand gathered a small group of
willing participants to begin a drive towards improvement of both the income and
facilities. Ideas flowed and many suggestions put forward in an effort to start the ball
rolling. A masterplan was discusseditotry and encapsulate some of the ideas being put
forward for improvements to the playing field,including but'netlimited to, replacement
of current play equipment, community garden,additional seating (both covered and
uncovered), newggoal posts and nets, adult training equipment, walking/ running path
and carparking.
Several funding options were censidered such‘as Sport England, Lotto, East Herts and
Biffa. A few grants\were sought via East Herts for the upgrade of benches and repairs to
existing equipment, hewever these were small amounts and insufficient to make a real
differencesBiffa landfill sités are required to support local charities and facilities to
ensurethat a proportion of profit is returnéd,to the local area in the form of a grant up
to £75k with local support at 10% (Thanks toithePC). This was by far and away the best
option for upgrading the play equipment.
Events such as Halloween, summer picnic, car boot sales and walking trails were all
undertaken as part of a'drive to secure some additional income. Amazon Smile, Give As
You Live and East Herts Lottery were all engaged to add to the regular income for the
playing field’s, maintenance and upkeep as well as trying to add to a play equipment
upgrade fund. As you will/lbe aware the PC has generously agreed to support the playing
field with £1,000 per anhum to assist with maintenance activities and it is much
appreciated.
The Biffa application was the option agreed to pursue however the support information
is extensive, and many pieces of information were required prior to the application
being submitted. This process was long and required many days of input, a big mention
here, to the current chair Alison Woodley whose efforts must not go unnoticed. Along
with several other people in the committee, the masterplan, play equipment
guotations, village consultation, local group consultations and various letters of support
were gathered as evidence.
When the final pieces of evidence and support were being put together a line in the
application requested the applicant needs to either have ownership of or a long lease
over the land for the funds to be released if successful. At this time the nation was in
lockdown and obtaining information was difficult and protracted, suffice to say, the net
result is due to the nature of the charitable status in which the playing field is held
prevents the ownership or lease situation to be clear and distinct according to Biffa’s
requirements therefore the application is void. A very disappointing end to what is a
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